Alveolar type II-like cell colonies: effect of alveolar macrophages and macrophage-conditioned media.
Alveolar type II-like colonies were obtained after a low density plating (5 X 10(3)/60 mm tissue culture dish) of primary type II cells. These colonies were formed only when type II cells were either cocultured with alveolar macrophages or with conditioned media generated by alveolar macrophages. Cells in the colonies appeared homogeneous and kept their lamellar bodies over a period of 8 weeks and more, as observed by electron microscopy. These cells reacted immunocytochemically with antibodies directed against the 32-38 kDa protein fractions of rat surfactant.